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4, 1915) J as Altichiara in Zandonai's Francesco,
da Rimini (Dec. 22, 1916), and as one of "die
Knaben" in Mozart's Die Zauberflbte (Nov. 20,
1916).

When Verdi's Requiem was substituted for the
usual Good Friday performance of Parsifal at
the Metropolitan on Mar. 29, 1918, Braslau was
one of the soloists. For the company's first produc-
tion of Rimsky-KorsakofFs Le Coq dJOr (Mar.
6,1918), she sang the part of Amelfa. In the latter
production a double cast of singers and dancers
was employed, the dancers to interpret the ac-
tion while the singers sang from seats banked at
the sides of the stage. Queenie Smith danced the
part of Amelfa while Braslau sang it. On Mar.
23, 1918, Braslau created the title-role of Shane-
wis, the Robin Woman, in Charles Wakefield
Cadman's opera, Shanewis. This production oc-
curred only tw'o seasons before she left the Met-
tropolitan. In 1920 she retired from the opera
company to devote herself to concert work, for
which she was in great demand. Her concert
tours, both alone and in joint-recital with other
artists, took her throughout the United States
and extensively in Europe. In the years around
1916 she was a member of the so-called Victor
Quartet, which made phonograph records of op-
eratic selections. Her death occurred in New
York, where she had her residence, after a linger-
ing illness.

[Oscar Thompson, The Am. Singer (1937) ; Irving
Kolodin, The Metropolitan Opera, 1883-1939 (1940);
Musical America, Jan. 10, 1936; Musical Digest, Jan.
1936; N. Y. Times, Dec. 23, 25, 1935; the Sophie
Braslau Collection (personal papers, scrap-books, records
of concerts) in the Music Division, N. Y. Public Lib.]
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BREASTED, JAMES HENRY (Aug. 27,
i865~Dec. 2, 1935), Egyptologist, archeologist,
and historian, was born in Rockford, 111., the
second child of Charles and Harriet N. (Garri-
son) Breasted. His father was of Dutch ances-
tors who settled in New Amsterdam in 1647; the
mother was of Puritan stock. For some years
Charles Breasted owned a small hardware busi-
ness ; but his health was bad, his obligations many,
and he was never free from economic strain.
James received local schooling and at fifteen en-
tered North-Western (now North Central) Col-
lege at Naperville, 111., which subsequently, in
1890, awarded him the degree of A.B. Becoming
interested in chemistry and botany, he served as
apprentice and clerk in local drugstores and in
1882 began studying in the Chicago College of
Pharmacy. He graduated in 1886 and for a time
worked behind a prescription counter. This ex-
perience, seemingly unrelated to his later inter-
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ests, was not valueless to him, for some forty
years afterward when he was translating the
Edwin Siniih Surgical Papyrus, he was able to
puzzle out names of Egyptian drugs and to sug-
gest uses of certain recipes which might have re-
mained obscure to a man without such training.
Breasted soon realized, however, that a pharma-
ceutical career did not offer sufficient challenge
to his energies. A strong- religious feeling- had
characterized the Breasted family life, and now,
encouraged by his friends, the young man turned
to the ministry.

He enrolled at the Congregational Tnstitule
(Chicago Theological Seminary), where he be-
came immediately absorbed in the study of He-
brew. He had determined that he would not bur-
den his father with the expense of his ministerial
training. Luckily he possessed a pleasant tenor
voice and he could play the flute rather well. With
three other young men he formed a quartet
which was locally successful. IVK-animie, he was
developing the intense study habits which he kept
throughout his life. He quickly gained a compe-
tency in the Hebrew language, but was subse-
quently involved in personal conflict as lie applied
his new skill to the interpretation of the Hebrew
scriptures. His professor of Hebrew, Samuel
Ives Curtiss [#.#.], intuitively aware of the young
man's dilemma, advised him to relinquish the. idea
of entering- the ministry and consider a career in
Oriental languages, perhaps in Egyptian. He re-
ferred Breasted to William Raincy Harper ['/.'<>.],
whose new1 method of teaching Hebrew was at-
tracting students to his classes at Yale University
and was bringing about something; of a renais-
sance in Biblical studies. Breasted spent the year
1890-91 in the Yale Graduate School, where
his progress received sympathetic attention from
Harper. Meantime, Harper had been chosen as
the first president of the new University of Chi-
cago, and before long he proposed to Breasted
that he fit himself for a professorship of Egyp-
tology there by going to Germany for training".
Adolf Erman had recently founded at the Uni-
versity of Berlin a school of Egyptology which
emphasized the application of scientific methods
to the study of Egyptian grammar and lexicog-
raphy as well as systematic investigation into all
phases of Egyptian culture. Breasted began his
work in Berlin in 1891, although his A.M. degree
was not awarded by Yale University until 1892.
He quickly found his place among the brilliant
and enthusiastic scholars in Erman's department,
and between Erman and his American student
there developed a lasting friendship. After they
discovered a common interest in folk songs, they
found pleasant relaxation singing German and
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